Introduction
paper is dedicated to the memory of Professor Tor Gustav Karling, 1909- Minelli, 1993 Reisinger (1925 Reisinger ( , 1929 initially assigned this worm (erroneously interpreted as hermaphroditic) to a monotypic family (Parergodrilidae) in the Archiannelida, suborder "Rotatoriogona".
In the latter, he included the Nerillidae, (Michaelsen, 1928; Stephenson, 1930; Cernosvitov, 1937 (Purschke, 1987) . (Rota & Lupetti, 1996; Rota, 1998; Purschke, 1999) Reisinger, 1925 Stygocapitella subterranea Knollner, 1934 Harmothoe impar (Johnston, 1839)
Protodrilus purpureas (Schneider, 1868) Questa paucibranchiata Giere & Erseus, 1998 Sabella pavonina Savigny, 1822 (Philippe et al., 1994) .
Considering that only 20 polychaete families of a total of about 80 are studied at present, the poor resolution may also be due to insufficient taxonomic sampling.
It is wellknown that with small numbers of taxa, the choice of species can profoundly affect the phylogenetic Giribet & Ribera, 1998; Kojima, 1998; Siddall et ah, 1998; Brown et ah, 1999; Erseus et ah, 2000) . (Milinkovitch et al., 1996) . Given the 'explosive radiation' hypothesis, such a procedure will supposedly not improve the resolution of polychaete relationships and is probably not justified.
The idea that the differentiation of the polycha- 
